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Board of Trustees 

2018 Term 

Jo Burroughs 

Harriett Cooper 

Phil Olson 

2019 Term 

Darrel Clowes 

Wava Osborne 

Dianne Rencsok 

2020 Term 

Leanne Mitchell 

Helen Renqvist 

Sandy Schlaudecker 

 

Officers 

   President: Sandy 

Schlaudecker 

 Vice president: Darrel 

Clowes 

 Secretary: Harriett Cooper 

 Treasurer: Dianne Rencsok  

 

 

Isabel Berney, 

Administrator (volunteer) 
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Going off the Rails on a Death 
Care Time Machine 

Phil Olson 
 

Tuesday, September 11, 7:00 PM 

 

Blacksburg Public Library 
 

Directions to the Library on p.4 
 

 
 
 

Following the program, a short business meeting convenes 
to elect the Board of Trustees for the term ending in 2021. 

The nominating committee, consisting of Darrel Clowes, 
Franklyn Moreno, and Bobbie Littlefield presents this slate: 
Harriett Cooper, Phil Olson, Linda Plaut. Nominations from 

the floor also are accepted.  

 

Upcoming programs at Floyd Public Library 

 
Two films about green burial will be shown at the public library 
at 321 West Main Street in Floyd. Both address home funerals 
and green (natural) burial. Discussion follows the films.  
 
August 25th (Saturday) 2-4pm - A Family Undertaking  
 
September 30th (Sunday) 2-4pm - Dying Green 
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We have a telephone number 
listed in our contact infor-
mation. A few people call us 

each week. MOST are looking 
for money for their loved one’s 

funeral. We are sorry, but we 
don’t have any. BUT, we do 
have information that can help 

you spend much less than the 
average cost, which according 

to an ad on TV is $8,300 with 
burial an additional $3,000.  
 

One of the best ways is having 
a direct cremation. That is 

where your loved one is taken 
to a funeral home and 
cremated immediately. There 

is no casket, no embalming, 
no visitation. While this is not 

what you may desire, it is the 
most inexpensive way for the 

final disposition of your loved 
one, in most cases. You can 
later have a memorial service 

whenever and wherever you 
want—at a place of worship, a 

park, or in your home.  

To save money, you might 
want to consider a funeral 
home that is not close to 

you. Funeral homes charge a 
fee for picking up your loved 

one and transporting the 
body to the funeral home, 
which could be many miles 

away. For example, if you 
lived where direct cremation 

cost $2500, and another 
funeral home 50 miles away 
cost $1200, even with the 

added transportation cost, 
usually around $2.00 per 

mile, but only charged for 
the trip one way, back to the 
funeral home, you would be 

better off financially 
choosing the funeral home 

farther away.  
 

You can make the best 
decision by viewing our 
Funeral Home Survey on our 
website at 
http://www.fcavbr.org.  
 

How can I save money (which I really 

don’t have)? 

Phil and his wife, Emily Satterwhite are supportive 
members of FCAVBR. We look forward to the information 
Phil can bring to our local affiliate and for southwest 

Virginia to participate in the national voice of FCA. 

 is an assistant professor at Virginia Tech in the 
department of Science and Technology in Society. His 

father and grandfather were in the funeral home business 
so his interest in funerals is long-standing. Phil is training 

to be a death care doula. He organized a symposium at 
Virginia Tech on green burial and mentors students who 
are interested in death and dying. 

Phil and his wife, Emily Satterwhite are supportive 

members of FCAVBR. We look forward to the information 
Phil can bring to our local affiliate and for southwest 

Virginia to participate in the national voice of FCA. 

Our own board member, Phil Olson, has won election to 
the national Funeral Consumers Alliance board. Phil is an 

assistant professor at Virginia Tech in the department of 
Science and Technology in Society. His father and 
grandfather were in the funeral home business so his 

interest in funerals is long-standing. Phil is training to be a 
death care doula. He organized a symposium at Virginia 

Tech on green burial and mentors students who are 
interested in death and dying. 

Phil and his wife, Emily Satterwhite are supportive 
members of FCAVBR. We look forward to the information 

Phil can bring to our local affiliate and for southwest 
Virginia to participate in the national voice of FCA. 

Our own board member, Phil Olson, has won election to 

the national Funeral Consumers Alliance board. Phil is an 
assistant professor at Virginia Tech in the department of 

Science and Technology in Society. His father and 
grandfather were in the funeral home business so his 
interest in funerals is long-standing. Phil is training to be a 

death care doula. He organized a symposium at Virginia 
Tech on green burial and mentors students who are 

interested in death and dying. 

Phil and his wife, Emily Satterwhite are supportive 
members of FCAVBR. We look forward to the information 
Phil can bring to our local affiliate and for southwest 

Virginia to participate in the national voice of FCA. 

 

 

Board appoints new member 

Due to the resignation of 
board member, Bert 

Milburn, and in accordance 
with our bylaws, the board 
appointed Wava Osborne to 

the remaining 2019 term. 

Wava lives in Meadowview, 
outside of Abingdon. Wava 
will bring a new perspective 

to the board and represent 
the western end of our state.  

Smart shoppers 
consider price.  

http://www.fcavbr.org/
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The funeral industry is 

slowly responding. 

 

Trends in end-of-life issues 

√ Cremation continues to gain in 
popularity, not only because of 
lower cost and a perceived 

greener alternative, but also 
because of the flexibility in 

disposal. More options are 
available for cremated remains, 
from scattering, to burial, to 

dividing them among family 
members.  

 
√ More funeral homes are listing 
their prices on line and have 

developed an appealing web 
presence. People shop on line for 

all sorts of goods and services 
and more consumers are 
shopping online for funerals too. 

Costco and Walmart sell caskets. 
Amazon sells practically 

everything from caskets and 
burial shrouds to cremation urns 

and jewelry. 
 
√ Many Americans are interested 

in greener options and lessening 
the impact that conventional 

burial and cemeteries have on the 
earth. Even though people who 
want a home burial are still a 

small minority, it too is a growing 
interest. Some funeral homes are 

willing to work with families to 
assist them in caring for their 
loved ones in a partnership 

endeavor.  

√ Alkaline hydrolysis is 

sometimes referred to as 
green cremation or 

aquamation. Now legal in 
15 states, but not yet in 
Virginia, this method uses 

much less energy than 
cremation, no flames, just 

a warm bath leaving 
remains that resemble 
cremated “ashes.” 

 
√ Almost one fourth of 

adult Americans now 
describe themselves as 
atheists, agnostics or 

“nothing in particular.” 
They are not satisfied with 

a “rent-a-minister” to 
officiate at a funeral or 
memorial service. Funeral 

homes must realize that 
they need to know whom 

to suggest as a non-
religious celebrant.  
 

√ While three-quarters of 
Americans identify 

themselves as faithful to 
one religion or another, 
fewer than 40% of 

Americans feel religion is 
an important part of a 

funeral. 

 

 

Cremation jewelry 

enjoys a very long 

tradition. 

 

In 1960 the average cost of a funeral was $706 when only 3.56% of bodies 
were cremated.  Today the average traditional funeral costs between $8,000 

and $10,000, and 50.2% of people were cremated in 2016. Nevada has the 
highest rate of 75.9%. 
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PO Box 10082 
Blacksburg VA  24062 

 
 

PHONE: 
540-953-5589 

 
E-MAIL: 

fcavbr@gmail.com 
 

www.fcavbr.org 

 

 

Affiliated with Funeral 
Consumers Alliance 

www.funerals.org  

 

  

  

Directions to Blacksburg Public Library 

 Funeral Consumers 

Alliance of the 

Virginia Blue Ridge 
 

 From I-81 take exit 118B which is 460 West.  

Take the US-460-BR W/US-460-BR E exit, EXIT 5AB, 
toward BLACKSBURG/SMART RD.  

Take the US-460-BR/SOUTH MAIN ST ramp. 

On South Main Street, drive 2.3 miles and turn left on 
Miller Street. 

 Go one block to the library at 200 Miller Street. The 
parking lot and meeting room are in the back of the 

building. 

If you are coming from the northwest on Rt. 460, take 
the downtown exit to Prices Fork. Turn right on Main 

Street (through the traffic circle). Go through 
downtown and turn right on Miller Street. Go one block 

to the library at 200 Miller Street. The parking lot and 
meeting room are in the back of the building.  
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